
The Friends Objectives

 › Preserve and restore the buildings  
of St Brigid’s and their surrounds

 › Create an accessible community gathering 
space suitable for meetings and events

 › Assist in the preservation and restoration  
of the unique cultural history of Crossley,  
Killarney and Koroit

 › Provide a forum for the discussion 
of local community needs

A New Plan

The Friends of St Brigid’s — who own and 
operate the precinct — are creating a vibrant 
and educational Australian-Irish Cultural, 
Community & Heritage Centre, which  
celebrates the rich Irish ancestry of the district.

The rolling green hills and rich volcanic soil 
of Killarney, Crossley, Koroit and surrounds 
were the perfect lure for the hundreds of 
Irish immigrants who fled to Australia’s shores 
following the Great Potato Famine of the 1840s.

In April 2012, the new vision for the  
St Brigid’s Australian-Irish Cultural,  
Community & Heritage Centre, was launched 
by Moyne Councillor James Purcell.

The Department of Planning and Community 
Development funded the development of a  
business plan and strategic plan (completed by SED  
Consultants) and concept design and drawings 
(completed by Challis Designs, of Geelong).

There is now a simple yet stunning design 
for the display of historical and culturally 
significant items and information within the 
Church building and a detailed and realistic 
framework to make this dream a reality.

You can support this hard working community 
to achieve its vision and to respectfully 
acknowledge the cultural history of 
Irish Australians in South West Victoria.

Donation Form

This form is to donate to the Friends of St Brigid’s Association for  
St Brigid’s Australian-Irish Cultural, Community & Heritage Centre.

This form is not a tax deductable donation.  
If you do require a tax decuctable donation form see overleaf.

Date    /   /     

Name  

Address  

 

State Postcode 

Telephone  

Email   

I would like to donate by: 

 One Donation $               OR

 Regular Payments of $         every    months

I would like to pay by:

 Cash  Credit Card  Cheque*  Direct Deposit

* Payable to The Friends of St Brigid’s Assoc Inc.

Direct Deposit Account Name: Friends of St Brigid’s Assoc Inc. 
Bank: South West Credit Union BSB: 803-073 Acc: 100 016 491 
(Make sure your name is part of the reference)

Debit my:  Visa  Mastercard  Other  

Name on card  

Card Number                                 

Expiry Date    /   /     CCV       

Signature  

I would like this donation to include: 

 Membership $10  Payment Receipt  Annual Newsletter

Mail this form with your donation to:  
FRIENDS OF ST BRIGID’S, PO Box 102, Koroit, VIC 3282

The Campaign to Save St Brigid’s

In 2006, the Catholic Church  
decommissioned St Brigid’s Church  
against the wishes of the local community. 

What ensued was a very public, hard-fought 
campaign to return the St Brigid’s precinct 
to its rightful owners – the community.

The Friends of St Brigid’s (FOSB) was formed 
to save the church and hall that their ancestors 
built and paid for a century earlier. 

From raffles to donation drives, community dinners 
and events, the community worked to save funds 
to be used to purchase the church and its surrounds.

In December 2009, after a long public campaign,  
the Friends of St Brigid’s finally purchased the precinct  
taking out a mortgage of well over $200,000.

Since then the group has secured a membership base 
of more than 200 people, re-roofed the hall, installed 
heating, successfully applied for more than $100,000 
in state, federal and philanthropic funding, developed 
a business plan and feasibility study, established a new 
community kitchen and undertaken monthly fund-
raising to meet its community mortgage repayments.

The FOSB vision is nothing short of inspirational 
and earned the group’s plans to create an 
Australian-Irish Cultural, Community & Heritage 
Centre, the “2012 Champions of the Bush – Spirit 
of Entrepreneurship Community Spirit Award”.

We need your help!

The Friends of St Brigid’s still have a  
mortgage in excess of $190,000. In order to 
keep St Brigid’s open to the community, we 
have to fundraise $2,000 per month to pay 
our mortgage, rates, insurance and utilities.
It’s hard work, and our future 
is not guaranteed. You can help. 

DONATE TODAY, TO HELP PROTECT 
ST BRIGID’S FOR THE NEXT GENERATION!


